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IN AWE OF HIS GREATNESS
Isaiah 40

[VIDEO] This earth is amazing. It’s so beautiful. And it’s big and it makes us feel so small.
Author Paul Tripp says, “Every wonder in the world is a finger pointing at God.”1 That’s means
we must not just marvel at what we can see. Our wonder and awe deserves to go to the one who
created all we see. “Every wonder in the world is a finger pointing at God.”

Everything we see is created by God (every mountain, every sunset, and every star), every
birth is a miracle of God, and every breath we take comes from God, therefore He deserves our
praise. Every feeling of wonder and awe and reverence goes to Him. And that’s what we’re going
to talk about for the next few weeks.

We love to be wowed. From the new Star Wars movie to a 50-yard touchdown pass, we
love to be wowed. And we’re constantly looking for the next wow. We’re looking on our iPhones,
watching Netflix, or listening to music. We’re constantly searching for the next wow. But life
teaches a lesson we know to be true. Most thrills are temporary and that’s why they do not satisfy.
A movie only lasts two hours. You can scroll through Facebook only so long before you get bored.
We know it’s true. Most thrills are temporary and that’s why they do not satisfy. But the universe
teaches us another lesson. “Every wonder in the world is a finger pointing at God.” Anything less
than God will disappoint. And every day the universe is reinforcing that lesson. Every wonder in
the world was meant to “drive us to God.”2

Worship the Lord with reverence, and rejoice with trembling” (Psalm 2:11). To the degree
that He allows us to see Him and know Him and experience Him, our response should be a range
of emotions including joy and humility, awe and reverence, singing and kneeling.

Moses was the leader of the Hebrews and he knew God. “Who is like You among the gods,
O Lord? Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in praises, working wonders?” (Exodus
15:11). Generations later, David, the great king of Israel, answered Moses. “There is none like
You” (2 Samuel 7:22).

After a month of prayer, our leaders identified several emphases for our church in 2017.
One area in which we desire to grow is in our awe and reverence of God. Too often, we view
worship as entertainment and, too often, in our preaching and teaching we’re too quick to give 3
tips on how God can make our lives better. But not this series. This series is not going to be about
God bowing down to us to make our lives better; it’s going to be about us bowing down to Him.

And that’s the only appropriate response to a majestic, holy God. Encountering a God
requires a response. You can’t encounter God and remain unmoved. Truly encountering God, and
truly knowing Him, provokes a response of wonder and awe, of humility and repentance, of
reverence and gratitude, of surrender and worship.

And, to the degree that God allows us to see Him and know Him and experience Him
changes us. We’re all shaped by something. It may be our friends or the culture, but we’re all
shaped by something. So when we encounter His majesty and His holiness and His love, He will
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captivate our thoughts. He will alter our ambitions. He will relieve our fears. He will shape our
values, satisfy our desires, and inspire our obedience.

My job, and Shawn’s job, is daunting. There’s more to it than singing to God or talking
about God. Our job is to lead us to see the majesty and holiness and awesomeness of God, and to
be changed by encountering Him. To be honest, we can’t do that. We can turn on the lights and
the sound, but it’s up to God to show Himself. And that’s our prayer. Our prayer is that He would
allow us to see Him and to know Him and to experience Him.

Worship leader Matt Redman says, “I cannot sing before I have seen. All worship is a
response to a revelation … Worship comes from seeing God … from encountering God.”3 And
when we do, as Matt Redman prayed, “(May reverence) seep into the very fabric of our everyday
lives.”4

So, our prayer is that we would see and know and experience God. And that when we do,
we would, as Psalm 2:11 declares, “Worship the Lord with reverence, and rejoice with
trembling” (Psalm 2:11).

DESCRIBING GOD

In Isaiah 40, the prophet Isaiah described God. It is one of the grandest chapters in all the
Bible. It’s like a great piece of music.5 It’s beautiful and it’s profound. In verse 9, Isaiah declares,
“Here is your God!” And here is our God. So, this morning, I want us to read it and absorb it, and
may it stir up that wonder and awe and reverence He deserves.

God is, by definition, the ultimate authority and power in the universe. “The Sovereign
Lord is coming with power. He will rule with a powerful arm. He brings his reward and his
recompense as he comes” (Isaiah 40:10, NLT). He is the “Sovereign Lord.” The Bible says, “The
Lord has established His throne in the heavens, and His sovereignty rules over all” (Psalm 103:19,
NAS). And from His sovereign throne, He has established laws of morality. The words “reward”
and “recompense” mean that justice is in the hands of God. He is the only true judge. He is the
ultimate authority who judges right from wrong. And one day, every person will stand before Him.
God is, by definition, the ultimate authority and power in the universe.

On the other hand, He is a gentle shepherd. “He will tend his flock like a shepherd. He
will carry the lambs in his arms, holding them close to his heart” (Isaiah 40:11, NLT). A shepherd
cares for his sheep.6 He guides them to water and protects them from danger. He searches for them
when they go astray. That’s what God is like. He is like a gentle shepherd who promises to watch
over us and take care of us.7

He is the majestic Creator of all that is. “Who has held the oceans in his hand? Who has
measured off the heavens with his fingers? Who knows the weight of the earth or has weighed the
mountains and hills on a scale?” (Isaiah 40:12, NLT). The word “span” in the NAS refers to the
distance from a person’s thumb to their little finger. Literally, “He’s got the whole world in His
hands.” The Bible says, “In Him we live and move and exist” (Acts 17:28, NAS). We can imagine
David looking at the stars in amazement, when he said, “The heavens proclaim the glory of God.
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The skies display his craftsmanship. Day after day they continue to speak; night after night they
make him known” (Psalm 19:1-2, NLT).

And God is wise. Isaiah asks, “Who is able to advise the Spirit of the Lord? Who knows
enough to give him advice or teach him? Has the Lord ever needed anyone’s advice? Does he need
instruction about what is good? Did someone teach him what is right or show him the path of
justice?” (Isaiah 40:13-14, NLT). The answer is no one. No one advises God. No one teaches God.
“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His
judgments and unfathomable His ways!” (Romans 11:33, NAS).

He is majestic Creator of all that is, He is the righteous judge, He is ultimate power and
authority, and that makes Him the Sovereign Lord of the universe. “All the nations of the world
are but a drop from the bucket. They are nothing more than dust on the scales. He picks up the
whole earth as though it were a grain of sand. All the wood in Lebanon’s forests and all Lebanon’s
animals would not be enough to make a burnt offering worthy of our God” (Isaiah 40:15-16, NLT).
In other words, there is not enough wood in the world to build a big enough bonfire or sacrifice to
give God His due.

“The nations of the world are worth nothing to him. In his eyes they count for less than
nothing” (Isaiah 40:17, NLT). The armies of the world are nothing when compared to the armies
of God. The governments of the world are nothing when compared to the kingdom of God. David
was the king of Israel and he understood there was a greater king. “O Lord … you alone are the
God who is in heaven. You are ruler of all the kingdoms of the earth. You are powerful and mighty;
no one can stand against you!” (2 Chronicles 20:6, NLT).

If God is sovereign and in control of everything that happens in the universe, then He is
also sovereign and in control of everything that happens in my life and in yours. That includes
every problem you have.

There is no one else like Him. Isaiah asked the rhetorical question. “To whom can you
compare God? What image can you find to resemble God?” (Isaiah 40:18, NLT).

The answer is no one, but Judah still made their idols. As for the idols of the rich, “a
craftsman casts it, a goldsmith plates it with gold, and a silversmith fashions chains of silver”
(Isaiah 40:19, NAS). As to the idols of the poor, they “choose wood that won’t decay and a skilled
craftsman to carve an image that won’t fall down!” (Isaiah 40:20, NLT). How foolish to make your
own God! Creating a god that won’t fall down!8 “They carry it around on their shoulders, and
when they set it down, it stays there. It can’t even move! And when someone prays to it, there is
no answer. It can’t rescue anyone from trouble” (Isaiah 46:7, NLT). There is no substitute for God.
There is no one else to turn for salvation, for comfort, for hope … for anything. And that’s why
David so often said, “There is none like You … there is no God besides You” (2 Samuel 7:22,
NAS).

Isaiah referred to God’s sovereignty again in verse 22. “God sits above the circle of the
earth. The people below seem like grasshoppers to him! He spreads out the heavens like a curtain
and makes his tent from them. He judges the great people of the world and brings them all to
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nothing … (He) reduces rulers to nothing … He merely blows on them, and they wither” (40:22-24,
NAS).

Again, Isaiah asked, “To whom will you compare me? Who is my equal?” (Isaiah 40:25).
The answer is no one! So, Isaiah urges us to look up and see the greatness of God. “Look up into
the heavens. Who created all the stars? He brings them out like an army, one after another, calling
each by its name. Because of his great power and incomparable strength, not a single one is
missing” (Isaiah 40:26, NLT).9

Stop and think about that. If not one star is missing, and, as Jesus said, He knows the
number of hairs on your head, then not a minute of your life escapes His notice. God is aware of
everything that’s going on in your life. “O Jacob, how can you say the Lord does not see your
troubles? O Israel, how can you say God ignores your rights?” (Isaiah 40:27, NLT).

Generations earlier, God’s people were slaves in Egypt, and they felt like God had
forgotten them. But the Lord spoke to Moses and reassured him. “I have surely seen the affliction
of My people who are in Egypt, and have given heed to their cry because of their taskmasters, for
I am aware of their sufferings” (Exodus 3:7). “I have seen … I have heard … I am aware.” In
Isaiah 40, Isaiah reassured his generation that God had not forgotten them. And He has not
forgotten us either. He sees, He hears, and He is aware. The Bible promises, “The righteous cry
and the Lord hears” (Psalm 34:17).

And when He hears our prayers, He helps. “Have you never heard? Have you never
understood? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of all the earth. He never grows weak or
weary. No one can measure the depths of his understanding. He gives power to the weak and
strength to the powerless” (Isaiah 40:28-29, NLT). The majestic Creator, the holy Judge, the
sovereign Lord, sees us and cares about us. He bends down to help. “He gives power to the weak
and strength to the powerless.”

“Though youths grow weary and tired, and vigorous young men stumble badly, those who
wait for the Lord will gain new strength; they will mount up with wings like eagles, they will run
and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary” (40:31, NAS).

In this grand, beautiful, and profound chapter, Isaiah described God. “Here is your God!”
(Isaiah 40:9). These are great words.

But the famous pastor A. W. Tozer makes a great point. It is not mere words that nourish
the soul, but God Himself, and unless and until the hearers find God in personal experience they
are not the better for having heard the truth. The Bible is not an end in itself, but a means to bring
men to an intimate and satisfying knowledge of God, that they may enter into Him, that they may
delight in His presence, may taste and know the inner sweetness of the very God Himself.”10

Tozer is saying, don’t be satisfied with theological statements about God; instead, like
David, pursue God. “As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God. My
soul thirsts for God, for the living God” (Psalm 42:1-2, NIV). Tozer writes, “God wills that we
should push into His presence and live our whole life there … It is more than a doctrine to be held;
it is a life to be enjoyed every moment of every day.”11
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DEFINING AWE

So, what do we do with Isaiah 40? What do we do with God? Just as a magnificent
landscape provokes wonder and awe, so should the greatness of God. There must be a reaction.

“Worship the Lord with reverence, and rejoice with trembling” (Psalm 2:11). To the
degree that He allows us to see Him and know Him and experience Him, our response should
include a range of emotions including joy and humility, awe and reverence, singing and kneeling.

We see this mixture of rejoicing and reverence throughout the Bible.12 When “fire came
out from the presence of the Lord and consumed the burnt offering,” Leviticus says, “all the people
saw it, and they shouted for joy and fell facedown” (Leviticus 9:24, NIV). We see this mixture of
rejoicing and reverence in Psalm 95. “O come, let us sing for joy to the Lord … Let us worship
and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker” (Psalm 95:1, 6, NAS).

Most of us are better at rejoicing than reverence. Worship leader Matt Redman is right
when he says there is a lot of rejoicing and shouting in worship today, but not much facedown
worship.13 I think he’s right, and I this is an area in which we need to grow. Matt says, “To worship
facedown is the ultimate outward sign of inner reverence.”14 Again, we’re probably better at
rejoicing than reverence. And that’s why we need this series.

I grew up in church and knew to be quiet and not chew gum in church or my mom’s
fingernails would be implanted in my neck! But one of my first true experiences with reverence
was in November 1967. I was 8 years old. It was at the funeral of Johnny Tooke, a young man in
our town who died in Vietnam. Johnny lived across the street from my family. His father was the
Methodist pastor in town. His funeral is still vivid to me. For one reason, my dad was the funeral
director, he was in charge that day, and it was the first time I realized what my dad did, and I
remember ud of him. I also remember the huge crowd and the marine honor guard. I remember
the 21-gun salute and the bugler playing “Taps.” And I remember the marines folding the flag and
giving it to his widow, Sheila, who was a student teacher in my 4th grade class. His death deserved
honor and reverence from our little town. It was a scene repeated 58,000 times in towns all across
the United States. It was a sacred moment.

Our response to God must be sacred too. I don’t mean somber like a funeral, but sacred
and reverent. So, what does it mean to “worship the Lord with reverence, and rejoice with
trembling”?

“Reverence” and “trembling” is not snuggling up with God on the sofa.15 “Reverence” and
“trembling” sound a bit intimidating, and they should. The Hebrew word for “reverence” means
fear, terror, dread. The Old Testament uses the word to describe the fear of a coming storm or the
intimidation of an approaching army. The Old Testament also uses the same word to describe the
wonder of a beautiful mountain and to describe the wonder of God.

Wonder and awe and reverence are a reaction to greatness, to power, to the sacred. And
it is emotional. Reverence is respect and admiration. It is love and adoration. It is esteem and
honor. It is praise and worship. But we want to do more than define it, we want to experience it.
And the only way we can experience it is by encountering God.
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Listen to what the Bible says about reverence and awe.

• David said, “It is only by Your abundant love and grace that I am allowed to enter Your
temple, and when I do, I will bow in reverence before You” (Psalm 5:7).

• David said, “My flesh trembles in fear of you … I stand in awe” of You (Psalm
119:119-120, NIV).

• Isaiah declared, “It is the Lord of hosts whom you should regard as holy. And He shall
be your fear, and He shall be your dread” (Isaiah 8:13, NAS).

• The prophet Habakkuk said, “The Lord is in His holy temple. Let all the earth be silent
before Him” (Habakkuk 2:20, NAS).

• The Lord said to Israel, “Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10, NIV).

• David said, “Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in
awe of Him” (Psalm 33:8, NAS).

• The writer of Hebrews said, “Offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and
awe, for our God is a consuming fire” (Hebrews 12:28-29, ESV).

In Isaiah 40, Isaiah described God. He declared, “Here is your God!” Therefore, we
“worship the Lord with reverence, and rejoice with trembling” (Psalm 2:11).
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NOTES

1 This quote is from Tripp’s audio message. The same point is made in his book, Paul David Tripp, Awe: Why It
Matters for Everything We Think, Say, & Do (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2015), pages 21-22.
2 Ibid., page 26.
3 Matt Redman, Facedown (Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 2004), page 35. Ibid., page 96.
4 Ibid., page 96.
5 Barry G. Webb, The Message of Isaiah, The Bible Speaks Today (Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 1996),
page 161.
6 He promises, “As a shepherd cares for his (sheep) … so I will care for My sheep and will deliver them from all the
places to which they were scattered” (Ezekiel 34:12, NAS).
7 The Father is a gentle shepherd and so is His Son. “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;
and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand” (John 10:27-
28, NAS).
8 What benefit is there to “pray to a god who cannot save” (Isaiah 45:20)?
9 See Genesis 1:1, Psalm 33:6, 8, Isaiah 44:24.
10 A. W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God (Camp Hill, PA: Christian Publications, Inc., 1982), page 10.
11 Ibid., pages 36-37.
12 Is it possible to enjoy God and fear God at the same time? Sounds contradictory doesn’t it? But we enjoy and fear
things all the time. We enjoy the sun for a day at the beach, but we also respect the sun by wearing sunscreen or we’ll
suffer all night with sunburn. We enjoy sitting by a warm fire in the fireplace, but we also respect the fire by putting
it out before we go to bed at night. We enjoy and respect things all the time. And the same is true with God. He invites
us to enjoy Him, but He also requires that we fear and respect Him.
13 Redman, page 20.
14 Ibid., page 13.
15 German theologian Rudolf Otto, in The Idea of the Holy, used the phrase mysterium tremendum.


